
Winter Recap: Weather 
 

Vermonters faced a short and mild winter of 2019-2020, compared to years past. From De-

cember 1 to February 29, state wide temperatures averaged 23ÁF, which was four degrees 

warmer than the winter of 2018ï 2019. Average precipitation across the state was 9.47 inch-

es, which averaged 2.04 inches less than last yearôs average.  

 

Winter snowfall ranged 

from 10 inches below nor-

mal (light blue) to 10 

inches above normal 

(medium blue). 

Warming Trends Lead To A Mild March  

 
March of 2020 was warmer and wetter than 

March of 2019. State wide temperatures aver-

aged 33ÁF, which was seven degrees warmer 

than March of last year. With the start of Spring, 

we experienced a monthly high between 40ÁF 

and 55ÁF in most parts of the state. Statewide 

precipitation averaged 2.85 inches, which was 

0.79 inches higher than March of last year. 
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ñSpringòtail Emergence 
 

Once again, snow fleas announced the waning 

days of winter by showing up in large clusters 

starting in the warm days of February. Snow 

fleas are not actually fleas but springtails. 

When you stop to look, these black specks on 

the snow are in motion. With no wings, they 

ñjumpò without using their legs, even though 

they have six. These tiny gymnasts can travel 

up to 8 inches when a forked appendage at the 

end of their abdomen, the ñfurculaò, catapults 

the springtail into a somersault. They may not 

ñstickò the landing, but quickly get back on 

their feet if upside-down. Watch springtails in 

action in this video. Snow fleas are detritus 

feeders, and generally spend their life in moist 

soil or litter. Itôs not clearly understood why 

they emerge onto the snow; one theory is to 

feed on pollen and other organic matter on the 

surface. Or maybe to let us know the days are 

getting longer and spring is on the way. 

 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Overwintering Mortality 
 

Thirtyï nine percent of the hemlock woolly adelgids (HWA) ex-

amined during the annual winter mortality survey were dead. 

This decline in winter mortality compared to past years may be 

due to increasing winter temperatures. In the past, we have of-

ten found infestations in new locations following years with mild 

winters and low levels of HWA mortality. Currently, HWA is pri-

marily found in Windham County, however it has also been ob-

served in Springfield and Pownal. 2019 surveys did not observe 

spread of HWA within the state. Similarly to past years, Ver-

mont as well as nearby states continue to find HWA occasionally 

mixed with elongate hemlock scale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessments of overwintering   

mortality in hemlock woolly adelgid 

conducted on March 18, 2020     

indicated that 39% of the adelgids 

had died. 

 

A: Mass of snow fleas aggregating on a 

snowy deck. Photo credit: Tiffany Mays.   

B: Enlarged photo of a snow flea. Photo 

credit: Gabe Kellman. 

HWA infested branch. 

These insects use the 

white wool, known as ovi-

sacs, as protection from 

environmental conditions 

and predators. Photo 

credit: FPR Staff. 

https://northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/article/snow_fleas_now_you_see_them_now_you_dont
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwOL-MHcQ1w&feature=youtu.be

